How a parent/guardian can report a concern:

[ have a concern about my/a child'’s safety

| can talk to the Form Teacher

Y

| can talk to the Year Leader

Y

If I am still concerned, | can talk to the Pastoral
Leader

Y
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Ulidia Integrated College

Child Protection & Safeguarding
Policy Overview

° Child Protection & Safeguarding

Team

° What is Child Abuse?

° Bullying

° How a parent/guardian can report a
concern

[f | am still concerned, | can talk to the Principal

If  am still concerned, | can talk/write to the
Chairman of the Board of Governors

At any time, | can talk to Social Services/SPOE
(Gateway) or a Police CARE Unit.

SPOE 0300 1234 333
Police CARE Unit 028 9025 9458
Social Services Carrickfergus 028 9331 5114
Social Services Larne 028 2826 6124

Child Protection & Safeguarding Team:
Principal: Mr M Houston

Pastoral Leader/
Designated Teacher for
Child Protection: Miss Darina Connolly
Designated Deputy

for Child Protection: Mrs Beverley Howe

Chairman, Board
Of Governors: Mr R McAlister

Parents can be assured that all allegations,
complaints or requests for action will be: -

i. Listened to and received sympathetically.

il. Noted in detail.

fil. Acted in accordance with college procedures
unless immediate clarification is sufficient.

Ulidia Integrated College: 028 9335 8500

Rationale

We in Ulidia have a primary responsibility for the
care, welfare and safety of the pupils in our charge,
and we will carry out this duty through our pastoral

‘procedures. We aim to provide a caring, supportive

and safe environment, valuing individuals for their
unigue qualities and abilities, and in which all our
young people can learn and develop to their full

potential.

One way we seek to protect our pupils is by helping
them learn about the risks of possible abuse, helping
them to recognise unwelcome behaviour in others
and acquire the confidence and skills they need to
keep themselves safe.

Educating together, Catholics and Protestants, and
those of other religions, or none, in an
atmosphere of tolerance and understanding, to the
highest possible academic standards.




Child Protection

Bullying

What is child abuse?
We use the following definition:

° Neglect: the persistent or significant neglect of
a child, or the failure to protect a child from
exposure to any kind of danger, or persistent
failure to carry out important aspects of care,
resulting in the significant impairment of the
child’s health and development.

. Physical: physical injury to a child, whether
deliberately inflicted or knowingly not
prevented.

° Sexual: the sexual exploitation of a child or
young person for an adult's or another young
person's own sexual gratification; the
involvement of children or young people in
sexual activities of any kind (including
exposure to pornography) which they do not
understand, to which they are unable to give
informed consent or that violate normal family
roles.

In Ulidia:

All our staff and volunteers have been subject to
appropriate background checks. The staff of our
school have also developed a Behaviour and
Relationships Policy.

The purpose of the procedures on Child Protection is
to protect our pupils by ensuring that everyone who
works in our school — teachers, non teaching staff
and volunteers — has clear guidance on the action
that is required where abuse or neglect of a child is
suspected.

The overriding concern of all caring adults must be
the care, welfare and safety of the child, and the
welfare of the child is our paramount consideration.
The problem of child abuse will not be ignored by
anyone who works in our school, and we know that
certain forms of child abuse are also a criminal
offence.

We respond to all disclosures seriously and are
required to contact Social Services in some
cases. Sometimes this needs to done without
consultation with parents or guardians. We ask
you to understand that the welfare of the child is
our primary consideration and responsibility.

Bullying is a highly distressing and damaging form of
abuse and is not tolerated in our school. All staff are
vigilant at all times to the possibility of bullying
occurring, and will take immediate steps to stop it
happening, to protect and reassure the victim and to
discipline the bully. Parents of both victim and bully
will be personally contacted when bullying behaviour
is identified.

Any complaint by a parent that their child is, or may
be, being bullied will be fully investigated by the
designated teacher for child protection, and team
action will be taken to protect the victim. This will
usually include ensuring that another child or small
group of children befriends and supports the child
being bullied during the school day. A parent making
a complaint about bullying will have a personal
response from the designated teacher within one
week of making a complaint, indicating the
investigation which has been carried out and the
action taken,

The sanctions against a pupil who bullies will depend
on the seriousness of the case, but will include the
loss of any privileges or position of responsibility
he/she holds in the school. His/her behaviour will be
carefully monitored until all staff are satisfied that the
problem has stopped.

If a pupil's bullying behaviour persists, the college
will instigate its anti-bullying procedures. A copy of
the college’s Anti-Bullying Policy can be downloaded
from the college website www.ulidiacollege.com or
alternatively, can be requested by contacting the
main office on 028 9335 8500.

We are pleased to offer this excellent guide for
parents: -

101 Tips for Parents—Preventing and Dealing with
Bullying Julie Casey M.Ed.

We recommend this guide containing excellent
advice and information on what bullying is and what
parents/guardians can do to support their child and
the school in dealing with bullying behaviour.

Available on request at a cost of £2.




